
THREE LETTERS OF
DEEP MEANING.

One Necessary to Complete
the Series Missing

from the Files.

What Did Secretary Rusk Write
About the Republican¬

ism of Seeds? 3

Out of the Mottled Past of the De¬

partment of Agriculture Come
Tell-Tale Missives.

PLANTS THAT FAILED TO FLOWER.

Though J. S. Clarkson *nd Senator Wash¬
burn Vouched for the Political Ortho¬

doxy of the Contractors, Secretary
Morton Didn't Like Their Goods.

The Northrup, Braslan & Goodwin Com¬

pany Is In the seed business.
The United States is In the business of

buying seeds and giving them away.

The United States Government buys a

hundred or » hundred and fifty thousand
dolara' worth otf seeds every year, and this

company has until recently been very for¬

tunate In getting the contracts for seeds.

Secretary Morton of the Department of

Agriculture told Congress he didn't want

any seeds; that the free distribution of
them was a fraud, and profitless to the

Government, which got as much benefit
from It as an organ grinder's pet does from
the pennies his master collects. In other
words he told Congress the Government
was being made a monkey of. Congress
knew that already. Maybe that is why
they couched their answer in the form of a

resolution authorizing and directing the

Secretary of Agriculture to go ahead and

buy seeds as usual. The resolution did
not add "whether you need them or not,"
but that was implied.
So Secretary Morton, finding he had to

buy seeds, went ahead and advertised for

bids, but the Northrup, Braslan & Good¬
win Company didn't get the contract,
though its bid was the lowest.
Of course, the yell of "job aiid boodle"

was raised, and persisted in until Secre¬
tary Morton himself began to make war

medicine.
"The bid of the Northrup, Braslan &

Goodwin Company was not accepted,"
said the Secretary, "because the depart¬
ment was not satisfied that the company
was able to supply the seeds as we de¬
sired."

In tlie Vnlgar Tongue.
Th/s is a Cabinet officer talking, and In

what is known as the language of diplo¬
macy. Translated into the richer if less

elegant diction of the common or fighting
man it means:
"Those pelicans thought they could saw

off onto me another batch of seeds away
below grade. Anybody could bid low on

a lot of seeds, among which such liberties
were taken as substituting inferior ma¬

terial for what was Ordered. Dead
horses are the cheapest kind of stock."
The Secretary was thinking about the

incident of Salvia splendens. If you con¬

tinue this strange history you will learn
that Salvia splendens is the scarlet flower¬
ing sage, and that what was sold to the
department for It was common sage seed
mixed with killed lettuce seed.
Then came the accusation that Secre¬

tary Morton was actuated by political mo¬

tives, which means that he refused to give
the contract to the Minneapolis firm be¬
cause 'it was composed of Republicans.
Coupled with the accusation was the pious
murmured regret for the good old days of
Secretary Jerry Rusk.

Out of the Crypt.
Then that graveyard, the official file of

the Department of Agriculture, gave up
its dead, to wit:

United States Senate.
Washington, D. C., August 12, 1890.

My Dear Secretary Rusk.I beg to enclose let¬
ter j«3t received from the Northrup, Braslan &
Goodwin Co.. of Minneapolis, being culled out by
a letter addressed by yourself to me and which I
forwarded to them for their information.
Your letter had the "real ring" to it, but I

fear you have done the parties some injustice.
Your letcer was the first intimation I had ever

rec?ived that all these parties were not good
Rppublicans. In any event, they are good busi¬
ness men, and I hope, politics or no politics,
that they will have fair and Just treatment from
you, 'as I have no doubt they will. Sincerely
yours, W. D. WASHBURN.
Hon. J. M. Rusk, Secretary of Agriculture.
This was the enclosure:

Incorporated.
Northrup, Braslan & Goodwin Co.,
Growers of Garden and Field Seeds,

Importers of Flower Seeds and Bulbs, Reclean-
ers of Grass Seeds.

J. E. Northrup, Pres.
A. H. Goodwin, Sec. and Treas.
C. P. Braslan, Gen'l Mgr.
Nos. 10 and 12 Bridge square, Minneapolis, Minn.

August 7, 1890.
Hon. W. D. Washburn, Washington, D. C.:
Senator.The writer endeavored to see you dur¬

ing your recent visit here in relation to the let¬
ter sent you by Secretary Rusk and which you
forwarded to us for examination.
In regard to our politics, have only to say

that Mr. Braslan, Mr. Goodwin and the writer
are Republicans and nothing else.
As to the firm of A. B. Cleveland Co., to which

Secretary Rusk makes reference, that company
have never been financially interested In us or

we in them. We shall have further to say to
you on this subject when a fit opportunity offers.

.Tust now have only to say that we have worked
for the business of the Agricultural Department
the same as we would strive for any other busi¬
ness, and we expect only such orders as we are

entitled to from our position as seed growers,
quality of goods we send out and the prices we

are able to make.
Thanking you for Interest you have manifested,

which is truly appreciated, we are, yours re¬

spectfully,
NORTHRUP, BRASLAN & GOODWIN CO.,

« J. E. Northrup, President.
Next on the file came this touching trib¬

ute from James S. Clarkson, the First As¬
sistant Postmaster-General, who knew the
qualities requisite in peopje who should
get something out of the Government:

Post Office Department,
Office of the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen¬

eral.
Washington, May 14, 1889.

Hon. J. M. Rusk, Secretary of Agriculture,
Washington:
My Dear Sir.I want to add my indorsement to

the reliability and worthiness of the firm of
Northrup, Braslan & Goodwin Co., of Minne¬
apolis, Minn., who have applied for a portion of
the order* for seeds to be made by you, to be
purchased in accordance with the act of Congress
appropriating $100,000 for the purpose. I know
the gentlemen composing the firm to be very
reliable business men <vho may be depended upon

and good Republicans. They are worthy of
favor and confidence. I ana sure they are confi¬
dent to do what they undertake, and that you
will be satisfied with them If yoa give them a

trial. Hoping they may come under your fa¬
vorable consideration I am very cordially yours,

J. S. CLARKSON.
Among: the Missing-.

There Is Just one letter lacking In the
series. There Is no copy of Mr. Rusk's
letter questioning the orthodoxy of the
Republicanism of the Northrup, Braslan &
Goodwin Company In the files of the De¬
partment of Agriculture.
"Your letter was the first Intimation I

had ever received that all these parties
were not good Republicans," wrote Senator
Washburn.
"In regard to our politics, have only to

say that. Mr. Bra'Slan, Mr. Goodwin and
myself are Republicans, and nothing else,"
wrote J. E. Northrup.

"I know the gentlemen composing the
firm to be very reliable business men, who
may be depended upon, and good Repub¬
licans," wrote John S. Clarkson.
What their Republicanism had to do with

whether they should have the profit of sup¬
plying Uncle Sam with seeds for garden
truck, Mr. Rusk knows, but his letter Is
missing from the file.
These letters make It plain why Congress

Insisted that Secretary Morton should buy
seeds.
"Want to buy a horse?" asked Six-Shooter

Sam of the meek stranger In an Arizona vil¬
lage.
"No, I don't need a horse." said the stranger.
"Well," with a display of artillery, "I know

you want a horse. My brother's, in the horse
selling business, and we need the money in
the family. You buy a horse!"
"The extravagance and Inutility of these

dtsbursments".$160,000 for one year's
seeds for free distribution.said Secretary
Morton, "is apparent to anybody who will
investigate the results of the expenditure.
We have received less than one thousand
acknowledgments out of one and three
quarter million recipients."
But he had to buy the horse Just the

same, because the family needed the money.
Inilncnce of Politics on Seeds.

The seed division of the Department of
Agriculture used to have charge of the
testing of seeds. Somebody used to poke
the seeds into a box and watch them sprout
and report on their purity and percentage
of germination. It was a poor, unfortunate
old seed that didn't show 100 per cent in
the good oJd days.
Then came Morton. He happens to be

honest, and he put ap expert in charge
of the testing, and those per cents tumbled
from the 100 mark like police reputations
before a Lexow committee. Here are some
extracts from the expert's report:
Of 371 germination tests reported for 1894 95,

243 are tabulated at 100 per cent. T regret the
necessity of criticising the work of others, but
am compelled to say that the frequency with
which the figures "100" occur in the record, ap¬
plied ns they are indiscriminately to varieties
that are seldom known to show as high germin¬
ation.taking no account of the fact that of
these same lots tested by the most careful meth¬
ods in the Seed Laboratory, in March, 1895,
many showed a very much lower per cent of
vitality.this alone, I say, seems enough to con¬
vince any fair-minded person who knows any¬
thing about seeds that there was some serious
defect either in the manner of selecting seeds for
test, In the test itself, or in the record, if not
in all three particulars. For my part, I do not
consider this record of any scientific or practical
value whatever. * * *

Kentucky blue grass shows 90 per cent ger¬
mination. It Is exceedingly rare to get this
grass to germinate over 60 per cent, and Dr.
Stebler, one of the most eminent European au¬
thorities, considers 50 per cent a good standard
in this case. * * * The "scarlet sage" (Salva
splendens) was not Salva splendens at all, but an
Inferior species mixed with killed lettuce seed.
The awnless bromo grass contained 19.2 per cent
of foreign matter, mostly cheaper grass seeds,
and the yellow oat grass, quoted at $65 per hun¬
dred pounds at wholesale, contained 74.4 per cent
foreign matter, of which 83 per cent was seed
of a grass practically worthless for American
fields or pastures, selling at $12 per 100 pounds.
The tall meadow oat grass contained 36.2 per
cent impurities, mostly inferior and cheaper
grass seed.

What the Letters Mean.
The difference of the value of the good

Republican seed under the old and under
the new regimes would Indicate that fraud
and theft and perjury were the rule, if such
words were not barred from Governmental
matters.
"What do those letters mean?" Secretary

Morton was asked.
"The letters are part of the public records

of the department," answered the Secre¬
tary. "Anybody Is welcome to read them,
but must draw their own deductions as to
their meaning. If they choose to read be¬
tween the lines and take into consideration
the other matters connected with this seed
business, they ought to be able to interpret
the letters without a key from me."
This is again in the diplomatic language

of the Cabinet officer, and translated into
the rancous tongue of the common or fight¬
ing man previously referred to means:
"The letters show that the free distribu¬

tion of seeds against the recommendation
of this department Is a political job, a

granting of an opportunity to loot the
United States Treasury of thousands of
dollars annually, and as we know that men

do not farm out a chance to rob without
some equivalent we must conclude that the
seed contractors were not the only ones to
profit by their contracts either financially
or politically, and it doesn't go any more
while Hon. J. Sterling Morton is corral-boss
on this ranch."

It may be added that the said Hon. J.
Sterling Morton is able to use the vulgar
dialect as well as the elegant diction when
It is required, and if the seed row is con-
tlnued he is likely to employ it vigorously.

IDAHO SPEAKS FOR SILVER

Senator Dubois Goos to St. Louis, but
Shoup, His Colleague, Doesn't.

Pocatella, Idaho, May 17.The Republi¬
can State Convention concluded its session
here at a late hour last night. The Com¬
mittee on Resolutions reported an indorse¬

ment of Senator Dubois for Joining with
Teller, Carter, Mantle and Cannon in de¬
manding the enforcement of that plank in
the Republican platforms of 1888 and 1892,
which declared in favor of gold and silver
as the standard money of the United States.
A free silver substitute was lost by a

large majority. Delegate Stewart, of Ada,
tried to get In a resolution to instruct the
delegates to St. Louis to abide by the acts
of that convention, but this was laid on

the table indefinitely. Senator Dubois was
elected a delegate-at-large, but his col¬
league, Shoup, was turned down.

William W. Brackett Dead.
William W. Brackett, who practised law

for many years in this city, died yesterday
noon at his home, No. 207 West Ninety-
fifth street, or pneumonia. Mr. Brackett
was born February 12. 1818. He was edu¬
cated at Williams College, and after grad¬
uation from the law school went to Chi¬
cago, where he was one of the founders of
the hCicago Tribune. After practising
there for some years he returned to this
city. His wife died several years ago. One
daughter survives biia.

I

Why Should the Boulevard,
Where Thousands Ride,

Be in Darkness?
No Street in All New York More

Imperatively Needs Elec¬
tric Lamps.

Accidents Occur There Al most N ightly
Simply Because It Is Kept

in Semi-Gloom.

BROOKLYN SETS A BETTER EXAMPLE.

It Costs Less Than $30 a Night to Brill¬
iantly Illuminate the Coney Island

Eoulevard and Render It
Safe for Wheelmen.

Probably 80,000 cyclists were awheel yes¬

terday on the Boulevard, and that by no

means Is the greatest number that has sped
along this favorite course In a single day
and evening. A member of the'Colonlal Club,
at Seventy-second street, who had spent a

good part of the day In watching the
wheeled legion, roughly counted 14.000, and
when his eyes became tired and his figures
began to get confused the sun was cooling
Itself In the low west and the riders were

becoming more and more numerous. feo
that when night at last settled down the
Boulevard was full of the whirling sibi¬
lant song of the wheel.
And it is at this time when the cyclists

are most numerous that the safeguards
against acclden are most lax. Scarcely a

night passes without a smash-up of some
kind. Frequently no more damage Is done
than a wrecked wheel and a few bruises to
the unfortunate rider. There are other
times, however, when the results are moie
serious and the hospital surgeon has some¬
thing to do.
These reputed accidents are due to the

fact that the Boulevard is Insufficiently
lighted. It ought to be the most brilliantly
lighted street in the city, for the number of
riders in the evenings Is rapidly increasing
and the danger to life and limb Is conse¬
quently becoming more and more Imminent.
Fifth avenue, ©roadway, Thirty-fourth

street and other thoroughfares are well
lighted by electricity and the citizen who
is not a wheelman can walk them with a
full sense of safety. But the Boulevard,
with its speeding thousands, filled with con¬
ditions of risk that attaches to no other
part of the city, is inadequately safe¬
guarded.

"MORE LIGHT!" IS THE CUT.
The demand of the wheelmen, as pro¬

moters of recreation, as club members and
as private individuals, is for more light on
the Boulevard; light enough to reduce the
possibility of accidents to the minimum.
They realize the increasing danger and de¬
clare that some relief must soon be given.
Among the gentlemen who are of this

mind are J. Q. Batchelder, the official
handlcapper of the State; Fred J. Titus, C.
H. Walker, of the Jerome Cycle Company;
Charles A. Underhill, of the Harlem Wheel¬
men; Henry G. Barnard, of the Metropoli¬
tan Bicycling Company, and many others
who were seen yesterday.
The Bouleva:^ could be made almost as

light as day at a comparatively small cost,
and the benefits would a thousand times
justify the outlay. In this respect New
York has much to learn from Brooklyn.
The Coney Island Boulevard, extending

from Prospect Park In Brooklyn to the
ocean at Coney Island, some five miles in
length, Is kept brilliantly Illuminated at
night by electricity. The cycle path,
traversed by thousands of' wheelmen every
day and night during the Summer, par¬
allels the driveway, and is kept bright by
the same light. ~

The Boulevard in Brooklyn was formerly
lighted with naphtha lamps. The change
to electricity was made in October last,
when a few of the new lights were placed
over the driveway near the Park. Bicy¬
clists and horsemen were so pleased with
the movement that Park Commissioner
Squler, of Brooklyn, contracted with the
Flatbush Gas Company to erect and main¬
tain electric lights throughout the_ whole
length of the Boulevard.

TAKE A LESSON FROM BROOKLYN.
Where the cycle path and driveway were

formerly dark at night and wheelmen
and hosemen were occasionally held up and
robbed, and many accidents to bicycles,
horses and vehicles were reported, the
Boulevard Is now as safe to traverse at
night as at any time during the day.
The electric lights are placed at the ends

of long arms extending out over the road¬
way from upright poles at the edge of the
drive. They are not in the way and shed
their light over a large area.
There are ninety of these electric lamps

on the Coney Island Boulevard. They cost
the Park Department about 32 cents each
per night, or $28.80 per night for the en¬
tire lighting of the Boulevard.
The lights give satisfaction to the Park

police, who declare that they are a great
improvement over the old manner of il¬
lumination.
The New York wheelmen declare that

the gloomy vistas of the Boulevard are a

public disgrace, and welcome any agita¬
tion that will lead to Its being lighted as
we.. as the Coney Island roadway.

ACCIDENTS TO WHEELMEN
Several Are Injured, Some Are Run Down

and Others Collide With
Pedestrians.

William Allen, forty-two years old, whose
home Is at No. 42 Greenwich street, New
York, rode up Bedford avenue, Brooklyn,
yesterday. At Prospect place he was run
down by George C. Howe's wagon. Allen
fell and his jaw was broken. After being
attended by Dr. Houghton he returned to
his home.
Paul L. Bryant, of No. 183 East Ninety-

fifth street, while riding In West Chester
yesterday morning, was knocked off his
wheel on Pelham Bridge by a horse which
was beyond the control of Its driver. He
was severely bruised and was taken home
by friends.
Mercondlno Secondo, a driver for the

wine house of G. Brlgnoli, was held in $500
ball by Magistrate Cornell In lork'vlile
Court yesterday, charged with having run

down James Evans, a wheelman, of No.
247 West Thirtieth street, at Eighth ave¬

nue and Fifty-sixth street. Evans's left
leg was lacerated, and he was sent to
Roosevelt Hospital, and thence to his
home. He was unable to appear la court.

Secondo said Evans ran Into him, and that
he was not to blar&o.
Mrs. J. H. Norrlsh, wife of Principal

Norrlsh, of the Park Ridge, N. J., school,
came near meeting death when returning
home from a carriage ride with her huB-
band. As Mrs. Norrlsh got out of the
wagon her dress caught In the step, and
the horse, frightened by passing bicyclists,
started up. Mrs. Norrlsh was thrown to
the ground and dragged some distance.
She was considerably bruised and scratched.
Theodore Schulke and Willie Rohrs, of No

247 West Forty-third street, had an uncom¬
fortable experience while riding through
Park Ridge. N. J. They passed Mohn Jack¬
son and Edward Thompson, two colored
men, who were riding In a dilapidated
wagon. The boys made some remark about
the rig and the colored men heard them,
and whipping out a revolver Jackson fired.
The bullet struck just back of the boys and
they were not hurt.
Magistrate- Cornell, in Yorkville Court,

yesterday committed John Do Coysch,
twenty-eight years old, of No. 153 East
Fifty-first street, in $1,000 bail to answer to
a charge of grand larceny. Francis Aymar,
president of the Remington Arms Company,
in West Fifty-ninth street, alleged that the
defendant, who is an ex-employe of his
house, stole a valuable bicycle from the
store last week. Coysch admitted that he
took the wheel, but declared he left an¬
other in exchange for It.
Jacob Rosenberg, a saloon keeper of No.

109 Essex street, while crossing Second ave¬
nue, near Ninth street, Saturday night, was
run down by a bicyclist named Patrick
Costello, of No. 426 East Eleventh street.
Costello was thrown from his machine and
Rosenberg was knocked down. The ma-
chine was wrecked. Each man blamed the
other and there was a rough and tumble
fight. They were taken to the East FifthStreet Station, and in (he Essex MarketCourt Costello was fined $5.

Jmay trick the women.
Methods Naughty Men May Employ to

Cheat the W. C. T. U.'s Soft-Drink
Slot Machines.

<h

If the Woman's
Ohrisltan Temperance
Union carries out a
plan it now has in
view, Coney Island,
New York and Brook¬
lyn will soon be dot¬
ted with penny-in-the-
slot machines for the
dispensing of soft
drinks.
The machines will

be arranged at con¬
venient points so that
the thirsty traveller
may be able to
quench his thirst with
a glass of soda, or¬
ange phosphate or
Iced tea whenever he
feels like it, and has
the price. Some cyn¬
ical persons are' of
the opinion that per¬
sons with a flask
will be enabled to ob¬
tain soda on the out¬
side at such a nomi¬
nal cost that the ma¬
chines will promote a
soft drink flask trade.
Should the idea of

some of the ladies
who are in favor of
putting the slot ma¬
chines along the bi¬
cycle path to Coney
Island be carried out
a claret and soda
without a Raines Law
sandwich would be an

easy thing to the
thirsty cyclers, who
could carry a small
bottle o^ grape juice
In his tool chest.
Iced tea with a dash

of lemon and a drop
of brandy is another
{juonmer drink well
thought of by persons
who are not opposed
to alcoholic stimu¬
lants. A half pint of
brandy and a few iced
tea machines would
supply a crowd.
The reason assigned

for the step about to
be taken by the ladies
in charge of temper-
ance interests is that
with beer at 5 cents a

glass and temperance
drinks hard to get the
man who is thirsty
is driven to drinking
beer at times when
he would much prefer
water.
The first ihachlne to

be erected will, It Is
said, turn out a cher-
ry phosphate. Should
the idea prove popu¬
lar other machines ca-

pable of turning out
a variety of non-ln-
toxlcatlng beverages
will be added to the
list until persons will
not have to search for
a drug store or a soda
water stand to
quench their thirst.
The outcome of the

new idea will be
watched by the drug
stores, soda water
stands and saloon¬
keepers with a great
deal of Interest.

CASHIER WAS IN THE PLOT.

Allowed His Brother to Bind Him and
Then Rob the Bank.

Buffalo, 111., May 17..The two men who
robbed the State Bank of this place last

Thursday night, one of whom was on a bi¬

cycle, have been captured, and have con¬
fessed.
The principals In the affair turn out to be

Carl Kloppenburg, cashier of the bank, and
his brother, Joseph Kloppenburg, a drug
clerk, In Springfield. The robbers are young
men and sons of August Kloppenburg, a

wealthy citizen of Springfield. Carl Klop¬
penburg to-day told the full story of his
crime to Sheriff Baxter. He admitted that
he and his brother put up the job two
weeks ago. Joseph was to ride to Buffalo
from Springfield, a distance of fifteen miles,
on his wheel, enter the bank at the noon

hour, when Carl was alone, secure money,
bind and gag him, and return to Spring-
field. The programme was carried out to
the letter, but in so bungling a manner

that many people recognized the cashier's
brother through his disguise, which was a

very poor one.

Carl is now in jail at Springfield and will
plead guilty. Joseph is out on bonds fur¬
nished by his father. There is a third man
in the case, but he has not y^t been ar¬

rested. The amount stolen, about $1,500,
was found" to-day in Joseph's room and
turned over to the bank officials.

BICYCLISTS COM
TIEJTf STREETS

Thousands of Riders Take Advan¬
tage of Sunday Rest for

an Outing.
Invade the Parks and Form a Contin

uous Procession on the
Boulevards.

SOME ODD INCIDENTS OF THE DAY.

A Few Scorchers Made Work for the
Police, Though Most of the

Riders Were Out for
Pleasure.

The horse Is dead! Long live the bike I
Such is the cry of Greater New lork.

The city Is bicycle mad, and yesterday
everybody turned out on wheels. Central
Park was a kaleidoscopic cycle dream from

early dawn until leng after midnight. The
Riverside Drive and the Boulevard were

thronged and, even in the highways and
byways of the city's poorer quurters there
was an evidence that the fad had supplant
ed all others.
Thousands of persons whirled through

Central I'ark, and a belter dressed, merrier,
more democratic, contented and happier
crowd could not have been found in any
city in the world. There were all sorts and
conditions of humanity.judges, lawyers,
actors, clerks, workingmen, shop-girls, and,
last, but not least, "Angel" Dennett. He
was there In all his glory, and, as lie passed
by the gate, he stopped, introduced him¬
self to the park policeman and then wheeled
on. The ofheer remarked as Dennett rode
away: "I guess the angel von't scorch."
And the angel didn't.
The sun had not been up and doing many

hours when Leo Harrison. David Warfield
and Dan Daly, of the New York Casino,
gained an entrance through ihe Seventieth
street gate. Harrison and "Warfield were

rather sheepishly leading two nirtre or less
dilapidated wheels, while Daly, with the
air of a man who knew his business, rode
proudly on before. They selected a nice,
Quiet spot and distances were measured.
A policeman, fearing a die! was to be
fought, hurried to the scene. Then they
explained that their purpose was not a
duel. Both had been practising for five
weeks and on Saturday Warfield took of¬
fence because Harrison intimated that he
was rot yet sufficiently skilful to ride fr-m
the Casino stage door to Broadway. War-
Held wagered that he could double discount
Harrison; Daly was named as referee, and
the Irial at ranged for yesterday. War¬
field won in what in race track parlance
might aptly be termed "a walk." Harrison
fell off fifteen times in eighteen minutes,
and row claims the world's record. He
says this has never been beaten.

TWO GRAY-HAIRED ItlDERS.
A pretty Incident that attracted more

than a momentary interest, even from so gay
a crowd, was noted in the afternoon. Up
the Riverside Drive on a tandem, moving at
a slow rate, came an aged couple. They
were chatting as they passed along, wholly
oblivions of the attention tirat was beiivjr
accorded them. Many a younger couple
sighed regretfully and gave a wistful
glance backward as the old folks disap¬
peared from view.

The costumes of the riders in the park-
were as varied as the styles of wheels rid¬
den. There was the usual assortment of
men in knickerbockers, and women, either
in bloomers or skirts.
There were many queer scenes along the

boulevards and the other favored rides
during the day. One of them was at Twen¬
ty-sixth street and Lexington avenue,
there, just as a-good-natured fat man was
crossing the street, a number of bicyc'lsts
approached, ringing their bells vigorously.
As soon as he heard the sounds the fat
man stopped and, turning to face the rid¬
ers, threw back his coat, so as to display a
small gong which was fastened to his
vest. This he began to ring. The effect
on the bicyclists was remarkable. Some
laughed, some swore and others tried to
appear unconscious.
"I guess I've got as much right to ring

a gong on them as they have on me " said
the fat man.

COLLIDED WITH A DOG.
A short, fat man was riding down Broad¬

way. About six feet behind him was a

jauntily attirsd young woman, followed by
n young man. At Itector street a small
dog rushed at the fat man. The fat man
turned his wheel sharply toward the dog
to frighten it away. That was fatal
The front legs of the dog slipped through

the wires of the front wheel, and in an¬
other moment the fat man was sitting in
the middle of the track. Then there was a

crash, and two plaintive shrieks followed
by a most remarkable tangle of bloomers
legs, bicycles and a little dog, as the youn*
woman and the young man tumbled, one af¬
ter another, on top of the fat man.
Bicycle Policeman Brown had the hottest

chase of his life yesterday after three
scorchers who attracted his attention at
l' lfty-ninth street and the Boulevard. The
wheelmen were Joseph and John Norton
brothers, of No. 230 East Eighty-sixth
street, and Samuel R. Paul, of No 413 West
Forty-ninth street. The young men saw-
that they were being followed by a police¬
man and they pedalled for all they were
worth.

It was the middle of the afternoon, and
the Boulevard was crowded with wheelmen
and carriages. Everybody soon becam-
aware that a chase was going on and the
spectators offered a variety of advice to the
pursuer and the pursued. Up the street
they flew, about twenty miles an hour. The
three young men were good riders, and dur¬
ing the first mile there was no perceptible
gain on the policeman's part. But he had
better wind than the scorchers and at
Eighty-seventh street he caught them. They
were locked up.
Charles M. Murphy, the crack bicycle

rider, who has a weakness for smashing
records, pleaded guilty to "scorching" be¬
fore Judge Steers in the Grant Street Po¬
lice Court, Flatbush, yesterday, and was

fined $5.
ONE RESULT OF CYCLING.

^ hlle New York streets were crowded
with the lovers of the wheel the bicyclists
did not stick to this city alone. In Brook¬
lyn the boulevards were equally filled, and
Ocean Parkway was the scene of a contin¬
uous procession from morning until mid¬
night. The same was true In New
Jersey, and proprietors of road houses said
they had never seen more bicyclists out for
a holiday.
The outcome of a pretty bicycle romance

was the wedding yesterday In Brooklyn
of Miss Mabel Black, of Price street, New¬
ark, and Rlhcard M. Clark, of Parkvllle, L.
I. Both are enthusiastic cyclists. They
were unacquainted until a few weeks
ago. One day Mr. Clark, while riding in
New Jersey, saw a young woman take a

header. She was somewhat bruised, and
found that one of the tires of her bicycle
had been punctured. Clark took the wheel
to a shop and had It repaired. Miss Black
was grateful, and Invited him to call on

her at her uncle's home, where she was

living. Clark called, and the engagement
followed. On Saturday Mr. Clark was In¬
formed by his employers that he would
have to make Chicago his headquarters.
For this reason the wedding was hurried
and the ceremony performed yesterday.

WOMEN ARE CONDUCTORS.

They Run Street Cars All Day for Sweet
Charity and One Is Kissed by

a Passenger.
Rockford, 111., May 17..One hundred of

the most prominent women of this city
put on red badges to-day, and from 6 a. m.
until midnight they managed the cars of
the City Railway Company and collected
all the fares, the larger percentage of
which goes to charity.
A\ hen "Uncle Hi" Waldo boarded a car

downtown this morning he was asked for
his fare by a handsome young woman in¬
stead of a burly male conductor.
"Why, that's so; this is trolley day,"

said the veteran merchant, and the man
who has kissed every woman in the county
gave the conductor a nickel together with
a hug that caused her to blush in a very
unconductorllke manner, and made the rest
of the passengers in the car laugh,
"Wait a minute," said Mr. Waldo, "I

have got another nickel for charity," and
as the fair conductor reached up to ring
the Indicator a second time he gave her
a second hearty kiss.

It was early in the day, and as the
conductor thought that if such a bad prece¬
dent were to be established she would have
to resign her position, she remarked that
she would put all passengers off the car
who accompanied their fares with such
demonstrations, even if It were all "for
sweet charity's sake."
Most of the cars were strikingly deco¬

rated by the advertisers, who had~ pur¬
chased space of the aid society. There
were picnics, concerts and other events on
the outskirts of the city during the after¬
noon and evening to attract people, and
they swelled the day's receipts, which will
be anywhere from $600 to $1,000.

HOLLAND'S QUEEN TO WED

Rtported Botrothal of the Young Ruler o:
the Netherlands to Prince Ber¬

nard Henry.
London, May 18, 4 a. m..The Standard

publishes a dispatch this morning from Ber¬
lin saying it is reported there that Queen
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands will be be¬
trothed to Prince Bernard Henry, a grand¬
son of the Grand Duke of Saxe-Weimar-
Eisenach.
Queen Wilhelmina was born August 31,

1880, and succeeded to the throne on the
death of her father, King Wilhelm III., on
November 23, 1890. Prince Bernard Henry
is the second son of the late Hereditnry
Grand Duke Charles, who died in 1894. He
was born at Weimar April 18, 1878, and Is
a lieutenant In the Fifth Thuringian In¬
fantry Regifhent. His elder brother. Prince
William, is the Hereditary Grand Duke.

FELL FROM AN "L" TRAIN.
An Unknown Man In Erooklyn Clutches

the Rear Platform of a Moving Car
and Then Drops.

While trying to board the rear platform
of the last car of a moving train of the
Union Elevated Railroad, at the Bridge, in
Brooklyn, at 10:30 last night, an unknown
man, apparently thirty-five years of age,
fell to the tracks, through the ties and
into the street, where he was found un¬

conscious and covered with blood.
An ambulance from the City Hospital

was summoned. The doctor worked over
him for half an hour before removing him
to the hospital, but could not restore him
to consciousness. It is not expected thai
he will live. Neither the guards nor the
engineer of the train knew of the accident.
The man entered the station while the

train was pulling out. He rushed after it
before the ticket chopper could stop him,
and catching the rail swung himself out.
He could not reach the platform, nor open
the gate. He shrieked as he realized his
danger and then fell to the track and to
the street a distance of forty feet.
He is five feet eight inches in height and

wore a dark cutaway suit, black derby
hat and tie.

LIVE WIRE KILLS FIRE CHIEF.

In Attempting to Cut It Down the Marshal
M«ets Instant Death.

Chicago, May 17..Electric light and trol¬

ley wires crossed in South Chicago last

night, causing three fires and the death of

Fire Marshal Isadore P. Smith, Chief of

Fourth Battalion.
Shortly before 9 o'clock Police Operator

J. J. Ga-rrlty was notified that crossed or

grounded wires had started a fire in the
sidewalk In front of No. 8749 Commercla'
avenue. He notified the Calumet Electric-

Lighting Company to shut off the current
and to send a lineman. He was told they
would send a lineman when they found one.

A -stream from the chemical engine sooi'

put out the blaze, but not before several
of the firemen had been slightly shocked.
On their way back to the engine house

Marshal Smith discovered another fire at
No. 9155 Commercial avenue, caused by the
wires. This blaze was soon extinguished,
and Marshal Smith hurried to the police
station and again ordered the, electric light
station to shut off the current. While ho
was talking a still alarm came In from No.
257 Ninety-second street. The minute he
arrived there he saw a wire dangling above
the door and started to cut it down. His
hand came In contact with the uninsulated
end, and he fell dead. Smith was carried
to the sidewalk, where It was seen that his
right hand was severely burned, and the
course of the current over his body was
marked by scars that looked as if they were
made with a red-hot iron. Smith had been
a member of Chicago Fire Department for
eighteen years. He was forty-eight yeaTs
old.

BInck Diamond ExpreKi.
Handsomest train in the world. Beginning

May 18, the Lehigh Valley Railroad will in¬
augurate a new fast limited train service be
tween Nov York and buffalo. Leaviuz New-
York, daij except Sunday, at 12 noon, arriving
at Huffiil< at 10 p. m. Service and equipment
strictly tiist class. Meals a la carte. liuKgngH
checked tc and from hotels and residences. Take
Cortlandt jr Desbiowes Street l eiry..Advt.

BICVCUST HURLED .

Offl TJUflSK
Charles Schroeder Fatally

Injured While Coasting
Near Shady Side.

The Brake Is Out of Order ana

the Wheel Gets Beyond
His Control.

Falls Down a Precipitous Bank and
Strikes Upon a Rocky

Ledge Below.

HIS WIFE SEES THE ACCIDENT.

Though Medical Aid Is at Once Sum¬
moned He Does Not Regain

Consciousness and Dies
in a Few Hours.

Charles Schroeder was hurled over the
Palisades yesterday while coasting on his
bicycle near Shady Side, N. J. He was
frightfully mangled, and though he was
quickly brought to this city and taken to
Roosevelt Hospital, he died shortly aftei
reaching the institution.
Schroeder with his wife and his brother,

left his home at No. 53 Bedford street, early
yesterday morning with their wheels, in¬
tending to spend the day in a pleasant
country ride through New Jersey. They
reached Weeliawken at 9 o'clock In th©
morning and at once started along the
Gorge Road, which Is north from Wee¬
hawken. They rode? slowly for some dis¬
tance and then, when the grade became too
steep, dismounted and walked to the sum¬
mit.
At Shady Side,- the road which they had

t^aken begin^ to wind downward. It Is a
favorite place for cyclists to coast, and
though it is dangerous in the extreme it
is frequently used. The road is built on an
embaiikmen'., and on one side the rocky side
of the Palisades descends almost precipi¬
tously. Its grade is steep and its many
sudden turns renders an accident an easy
thing.
Schroeder was 'an expert rider, and the

smooth roadway tempted him to coast In
spite of the remonstrances of his wife and
brother. The incline of the road was such
that he was soon some distance in advance
of them, and his wheel was acquiring
greater velocity each moment when he
ruined in his saddle and shouted a laugh¬
ing reply to their warnings.
Just as Schroeder neared one of the sharp

turns ip the road he realized that his wheel
was getting beyond his control, and he
endeavored to make use of his brakes. In
some way the lever would not work. He
tried to qitch the pedals with his feet, but
could not. Then he again turned his at¬
tention to the brake lever.
While he was trying to loosen it so that

he could make use of it his wheel struck
a stone and swerved. Schroeder instinct¬
ively turned the front whee.l so as to re¬
cover his balance. The slight movement
caused the wheel to slip into a rut, and
the machine, with fearful velocity, was
carried up the slight incline which protectsthe side of the road and was In rled o *~>r

The accident was so sudden thnt Schroeder
did not seem to realize his danger until
it was too late, and made no effort to ji mp
from his wheel. Mrs. Schroeder reached
a turn in the road just in time to see her
husband plunge over the embankment, ami
with a cry for help to her brother-in-law,
she hurried to the scene of the accidcni.
Looking over the edge of the precipice, she
sa'w her husband's body lying on a ledge
of rock nearly nfty feet below. Close to
him was his b'cycie.
Mrs. Schroeder called to him, .but lie

made 110 response, and then, leaving her
brother-in-law to guard the place, she hur¬
ried to Callahan's Hotel. There she found
a telephone, and summoned Dr. Ayera, of
Fairview. Iiefore he arrived, wltl the
assistance of the people from the hotel,
Schroeder's bouy had been brought to '.ho
rendway, and then to the hotel. Schroecer
was unconscious, and all efforts to revive
him were futile, although he still breathed
feebly.-
Dr. AverA made a careful examination

of the injured man and found that he had
sustained a fracture and that Ills collar
bone and both arms were broken. Think¬
ing it best that Schroeder should be given
hospital treatment. Dr. A.vera had the in¬
jured man placed in a .carriage and then
taken to Roosevelt Hospital. There he
died at 5 o'clock last night, without hav-
;iig regained consciousness.
Schroeder was thirty-tive years old and

was in the dry goods business in Church
street. He was a Canadian by birth, though
he had been in this city for a number <>r
years. For some time ho was employed ;>s
confidential clerk by Charles Broadway
Rouss.

fldtoertisesmm.
A man may dresi

as well as his owi
good taste, judg¬
ment and the assist
ence of an artistic
tailo/ may elect. K«
may take his "tubs"
as regularly as the
most conscientious
water cure doctor
may dictate; but if
his digestive organs
are out of order, he
will have an un¬
wholesome appear-
ance. His complex¬
ion and the white of
his eyes will have a
yellowish cast. Hi*
tongue will bt
coated, appetitw
poor, his teeth rusty,
nis breath abomin¬
able. He is one big,
unmistakable sign
of constipation.
Worst of all, hi"

temper i« ugly
and unwholesome to

live with as is his person. A man who has
the least appreciation of what he owes his
family and friends, to say nothing of him¬
self, will make an effort for health.
The quickest, surest, easiest way is to

take Dr. Pierce's Pleasant Pellets. They
are made of refined, concentrated vegetable
extracts. Nothing in the least harmful
enters into their composition. They hunt
down all impurities, and '' make them
move on." They are the product of many
years' study and practice. Dr. Pierce can¬
not afford to put forth a worthless or a
spurious article. Send for a free sample.
If you would know yourself and the Doctor
better, send 21 cents in one-cent stamps, to
ay for wrapping and postage only, and get
is Com:r.c~ Scr.se Ivtedical Adviser.1008

pages profusely illustrated.
Address, World's Dispensary M"

ical Association, Buffalo, N. Y.
" For sometime I had used Dr. Pierce's Pleasant

Pellets for coustipation'with most satisfactory re¬
sults. The winters have always been very hard
on my husband. He too tried the Pellets.'
They have made a new man of him. We have
used in all, six bottles." Yours truly,

North Parma, Monroe C*., N. Y.


